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SUB J : SOUTH AFRICAN FOREIGN MINISTER DESIGNATE CALLS 
FOR CHANGES IN DOMESTIC POLICY, BUT IS DEEMED 
LOYAL NAT 

1 . SUMMARY: FOELOF F. "PIK" BOTHA WILL BECOME FOREIGN 
MINISTER ON APRIL 1 . THE ENGLISH PRESS AND MANY LIBERALS 
EXPECT HIM TO EXERCISE A VERLIGTE INFLUENCE IN THE CABINET. 
BUT HE HAS NO DOMESTIC POWER BASE, OWES HIS ADVANCEMENT TO 
HAVING CARRIED OUT THE HARD-SELL LINE PREFERRED BY THE 
NATIONAL PARTY, AND ENTERS THE CABINET AS THE MOST JUNIOR 
MINISTER. WHETHER OR NOT HE CAN INFLUENCE SAG POLICY IN A 
LIBERAL DIRECTION REMAINS AN OPEN QUESTION. END SUMMARY. 
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BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

2. UPON ARRIVAL FROM THE UNITED STATES MARCH 27, 

FOREIGN MINISTER DESIGNATE PIK BOTHA TOLD NEWSMEN AT THE 
AIRPORT THAT ALTHOUGH SOUTH AFRICA'S DOMESTIC POLICIES 
WOULD NEVERBE DICTATED BY INTERNATIONAL PRESSURES. 
ADJUSTMENTS WOULD HAVE TO BE MADE TO ASSURE THAT DOMESTIC 
PRACTICES ARE DEFENSIBLE ON THE WORLD FORUM. BOTHA DID 
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NOT ELABORATE FURTHER. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

3. THERE HAS BEEN SPECULATION TO THE EFFECT THAT BOTHA'S 
ACCESSION TO THE CABINET MIGHT RESULT IN MORE ENLIGHTENED 
POLICIES, SINCE HE IS GENERALLY TAKEN TO BE ONE OF THE 
VERLIGTE GROUP. THE ENGLISH PRESS HAS PARTICULARLY TAKEN 
THIS TACK, NOTING THAT BOTHA HAS BEEN IN THE EMBARRASSING 
POSITION OF HAVING TO EXPLAIN TO THE UN AND OTHERS WHY 
SOUTH AFRICA APPEARS TO HAVE CHANGED SO LITTLE AFTER 
VORSTER’S NOW FAMOUS "GIVE US SIX MONTHS" SPEECH. BOTHA 

IS EXPECTED TO BE AN EXPONENT OF LIBERALIZING CHANGES 
PRIMARILY BECAUSE OF HIS BELIEF THAT THEY ARE NECESSARY 
IN SAG SELF-INTERST BOTH TO AVOID ADDITIONAL PRESSURES 
FROM THE WEST, AND TO STIMULATE NEW CONFIDENCE IN SOUTH 
AFRICA IN A WAY THAT WILL ATTRACT INVESTORS. 

4. SOME NATIONALISTS, WHILE ACKNOWLEDGING THE FACT THAT 
BOTHA HAS THE VERLIGTE IMAGE, POINT OUT THAT, WHILE 
MOST KEY MINISTERS ARE HIGH OFFICERS OF THEIR 
RESPECTIVE PROVINCIAL PARTY COUNCILS, AND THUS HAVE 
SOMETHING OF A POWER BASE, BOTHA IS A PROFESSIONAL DIPLOMAT 
WHO HAS NO DOMESTIC POLITICAL BASE AND NO PARTY 

OFFICE. THEY NOTE, MOREOVER, THAT BOTHA GOT HIS 
POSITION AS AMBASSADOR TO THE US LARGELY BECAUSE NP 
LEADERS CONCLUDED THAT A MORE ACTIVE, HARD-SELL MAN WAS 
REQUIRED IN THAT POSITION. BOTHA REPORTEDLY HAS, IN 
VORSTER’S EYES, DONE A VERY GOOD IOB. HOWEVER WELL BOTHA 
MANY NOW BE ABLE TO INTERPRET AMERICAN OR OTHER INTERNATIONAL 
VIEWS TO THE KEY SAG DECISION-MAKERS, HE IS IN THE CABINET 
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MORE AS A PROFESSIONAL EXPERT THAN AS A LEADER OF SOUTH 
AFRICAN OPINION. NATS POINT OUT THAT THE DOMINANT VOICE OF 
AFRIKANERDOM IS STILL VERY CONSERVATIVE, AND THAT EVEN IF 
BOTHA MAY BE QUITE PERSUASIVE, NAT LEADERS WILL STILL TEND 
TO LISTEN FIRST AND FOREMOST TO THEIR CONSTITUENTS. BOTHA 
WILL BE THE IUNIOR MINISTER, BUT HIS POST IS OF GREAT 
IMPORTANCE, AND HE APPEARS TO HAVE EARNED VORSTER'S 
CONFIDENCE. WHETHER OR NOT HIS VOICE WILL HAVE ANY 
PERSUASIVE LIBERALIZING EFFECT REMAINS AN OPEN QUESTION. 
BOWDLER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CABINET, FOREIGN RELATIONS, PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS, MINISTERS (DIPLOMATS) 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 01 -Apr-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977CAPET00490 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 14-0500 
Format: TEL 
From: CAPE TOWN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770499/aaaadipj.tel 

Line Count: 107 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 858307ac-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2930641 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SOUTH AFRICAN FOREIGN MINISTER DESIGNATE CALLS FOR CHANGES IN DOMESTIC POLICY, BUT IS DEEMED LOYAL NAT 
TAGS: PFOR, PDIP, SF, (BOTHA, PIK) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/858307ac-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



